
SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

DECEMBER 25, 2021
12:00 NOON, LOW MASS

1002 SOUTH MAIN STREET
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601

864-235-5884
www.standrewsgreenville.org



The Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Upon the ringing of the bell, the people stand for the procession.

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father ✠, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis
Celebrant Glory be to God on high,
All  and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
 We praise thee, we bless thee, 

 we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
 that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
 have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  
 thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
 art most high in the glory ✠ of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and 
made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
same Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.



The Lessons
After the Collect, the people sit.

First Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Listen! Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the 
Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted 
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all 
the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in 
the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to 
the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the 
Lord, when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity.

Second Lesson  Hebrews 1:1-4
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
The people stand.



The Gospel John 1:1-14
Gospeller The Holy Gospel ✠ of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon  The Rev’d Fr Gary Eichelberger
After the Sermon, all stand and say together the words of the Creed.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life ✠ of the world 
to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People for Christmastide 
Upon the invitation to prayer, the people kneel. At the conclusion of each petition, the Intercessor says
 Lord, in thy mercy;
People Hear our prayer.



Confession and Absolution BCP 331
Celebrant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
 A period of silence is observed.
All  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to 
the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon ✠ and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Following the Absolution, the people stand for the Peace. 

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Then the ministers and people may greet one another with words of Peace and/or a slight bow.

The Holy Communion
Offertory
After the people’s offerings of bread and wine are brought forward, the people sit as the Altar is set and 
other offerings are collected from the people. After the other offerings are collected, the people stand as 
the other offerings are brought forward, and the Celebrant says
Celebrant  All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving, Rite I, Prayer II
The people remain standing for the opening of the Eucharistic Prayer, which begins as follows.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.



Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant continues
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, because thou didst give Jesus 
Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made 
very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying,

Sanctus/Benedictus 
All   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory 

be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he ✠ that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand, and the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take 
our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full 
and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us 
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy 
holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. 
Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive 
the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled ✠ with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with 
him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;By whom, 
and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end.
All AMEN. 



Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then the Celebrant says
 Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to Communion
Celebrant The Gifts of God ✠ for the People of God.
After the priest and the server have received, all are welcome to come forward to the altar rail. At the altar 
rail, all baptized Christians are invited to receive the Blessed Sacrament, and those who are not yet baptized 
are invited to indicate a desire to receive a blessing by crossing their arms upon arrival at the altar rail.
For those receiving the Blessed Sacrament, a wafer will be placed in the palm of your hand or upon your 
tongue after which the chalice is offered. If you need a gluten-free wafer, you may request one from the 
priest at the altar rail. Should you wish to receive wine by intinction (dipping), allow the chalice bearer to 
take the wafer from your open palm and intinct for you. Should you be unable to manage the steps, please 
notify the usher so that Holy Communion can be administered at your pew.

Postcommunion Prayer
Upon the Celebrant’s invitation to prayer, the people kneel.
Celebrant Let us pray.
All   Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 

us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy 
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen.

The people continue to kneel for the Christmas Season Blessing.



Christmas Season Blessing
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father ✠, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and 
remain with you always. Amen.
After the Blessing, the people stand for the procession and dismissal.

Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. 

2021 C h r i st m a s  s C h e d u l e2021 C h r i st m a s  s C h e d u l e

Sunday, December 26 
The First Sunday after Christmas

10:30 AM Sung High Mass
(No 8:30 AM Mass)

Wednesday, December 29 
The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ (observed)

6:30 PM Healing Mass, Rite II 
Sunday, January 2 

The Second Sunday after Christmas
8:30 AM Low Mass

10:30 AM Sung High Mass
Thursday, January 6 

Feast of the Epiphany 
6:30 PM Sung High Mass with Blessing of the Chalk


